Cutaneous vasomotion during REM sleep in the rabbit's ear, after alpha-receptor blockade.
Cutaneous vasoconstriction in the rabbit's ear during REM sleep in a warm environment is not abolished by alpha-receptor blockade (phenoxybenzamine 6 mg/kg i.v.), thus confirming that the vasomotor response during REM sleep is independent of the activity of circulating catecholamines. The decrease in cardiac output during REM sleep may be responsible for the slight fall in transmural pressure which underlies cutaneous ear vasoconstriction during REM sleep.